
Private sector employment growth in the region was an annualized 0.6 percent between 
2008 and 2018, half as strong as the statewide average. The average wage in 2018, 
$37,909, was 27 percent lower than the state. Average wage growth was essentially the 
same as the statewide average at 0.5 percent.

Private Sector: Employment Growth, Average Wage & Average Wage Growth

Manufacturing is 
more important 
to the region’s 
economy than 

perhaps anywhere 
else in the state. 

Manufacturing
Manufacturing is very important to the region’s economy and its competitive advantages, with 15.1 percent of 
total private sector employment and a location quotient of 1.49, both the highest amongst Oregon’s regions. 
Per its high location quotient, manufacturing in the region is 49 percent larger than average in the U.S. 
Manufacturing’s average wage was $42,293 in 2018, much lower than the industry average of $70,643, but higher 
than the region’s private sector average wage. 

Source: Business Oregon with data from U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis, Bureau of Labor Statistics,  
U.S. Census Bureau, and Oregon Employment Department
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GDP: Gross Domestic Product
Private sector GDP in the region was the third lowest amongst regions at 80.7 percent of total GDP, and lower than 
the statewide average of 87.4 percent. GDP per capita in the region, though, is relatively high compared to other rural 
regions at $50,787. GDP growth has also been close to the statewide average at 1.9 percent.
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REGIONAL COMPETITIVE INDUSTRIES:  GILLIAM, GRANT, HARNEY, MALHEUR, UMATILLA, WHEELER COUNTIES

Agriculture, food, and 
beverage – the region’s 

largest, most competitive 
industry group – has 

added jobs and become 
more competitive over 

the past ten years.

Agriculture, food, 
and beverages is the 
largest and most 
important competitive 
traded sector industry 
group in the region 
(Figure 1). Other 
competitive traded 
sector industry groups 
include wholesale 
trade and warehousing, 
forestry and wood 
products, travel trailers and campers, data 
centers, and mining. Location quotients, a 
measure of industry concentration, help reveal 
competitive industries in the region. The most 
competitive industry is frozen, canned, and dried 
fruits and vegetables, with a location quotient of 
56.93. Other crop farming (sugar beets), vegetable 
and melon farming, and support activities for 
crop production are other highly competitive 
industries. Data centers have the highest 
average wage amongst competitive industries in 
the region.

Generally, the region has done a good job of 
growing its largest traded sector industries and 
increasing competitiveness over the past ten 
years. One way to measure gains and losses 
in competitiveness is to compare regional 
industry trends to national industry trends 
(Figure 2). From this perspective, the region’s 
largest traded sector industry, frozen, canned, 
and dried fruits and vegetables, added jobs at a 
rate of 2.7 percent per year, while the industry 
lost jobs nationally, leading to a big increase 
in competitiveness. Other large traded sector 
industries in agriculture, food, and beverage 
faired similarly, adding jobs and boosting 
competitiveness. Warehousing and storage, 
despite adding jobs between 2008 and 2018, grew 
slower than the industry nationally and lost 
competitiveness. 

Source: Business Oregon with data from U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis, Bureau of Labor Statistics,  
U.S. Census Bureau, and Oregon Employment Department

Figure 1

Figure 2 EMPLOYMENT CHANGE OF LARGEST  
TRADED SECTOR INDUSTRIES,  

2008-2018
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Location Quotient = Employment Concentration in Region Relative to U.S. Average 
LQ of 1.0 = Same Size as U.S., LQ of 2.0 = Twice as Large as U.S., etc.


